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Introduction
Patient involvement in radiation therapy educational programs is

thought to enhance student skill development.This scoping review
thus examined literature on the practices and benefits of integrating
patients in allied health student education programs.

Methods

Electronic databases were searched for articles on patient
involvement in allied health programs. A Microsoft Excel form was
developed to extract data on (i) country of origin (ii) population and
methods (iii) educational intervention type (iv) training for
patients/service users and (v) key findings. 3 reviewers screened and
extracted relevant data. Data were synthesized through a thematic
narrative approach.

Results
24 articles were selected (fig.1). Allied health professions were

mainly undergraduate programs and included respiratory therapy,
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech and language pathology
and radiation therapists.

Discussion
The studies generally focused on undergraduate programs and

engaged patients in curriculum delivery and student assessment. The
collaborations emphasized benefits on student skills development
and patient empowerment. Recommendations included patient and
staff training and support, role clarification, further research and
aftercare for students subsequent to patient interaction (Fig. 2)
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